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A	

	 In	May,	
1931,	The	Henley	
AquaAc	
AssociaAon	
launched	a	fund-
raising	campaign	
to	improve	the	
faciliAes	on	and	
around	the	
Henley	course.	
The	idea	was	
simple:	
individuals	and	
companies	were	
asked	to	buy	
reserved	seats	in	
the	new	
grandstand	for	
five	years.	It	was	
hoped	that	that	
would	give	the	
HAA	enough	
money	to	pay	its	
bills.	
	 This	leMer	
lists	the	63	
members	of	the	
ExecuAve	
CommiMee.	
These	were	
business	and	
professional	men	
who	were	
volunteering	their	
Ame	to	canvass	
the	community.	
Some,	like	Major	
Henry	B.	
Burgoyne,	
President	of	the	
HAA,	are	well	
known,	but	many	
other	names	have	
been	forgoMen	
with	Ame,	yet,	
through	their	
efforts,	they	
helped	to	keep	the	Henley	in	St.	Catharines	and	deserve	to	be	remembered.	
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B	

The	St.	Catharines	Standard,	May	26,	1931,	p.7  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C	

The	Detroit	News	autogiro	visits	the	1931	RegaMa,	on	
Friday,	July	31.  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The	St.	Catharines	Standard,	July	31,	1931,	p.1

Bill	Chamberlain	archive	photos.

To	see	photos	taken	by	the	Detroit	News	photographer	
from	the	autogiro,	go	to	hMps://digital.library.wayne.edu/
search?
q=Races+at+Port+Dalhousie%2C+August+1%2C+1931	
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D	

	 Below	is	an	autographed	copy	of	the	photo	featuring	Canada’s	four	Diamond	
Challenge	Sculls	winners	in	one	boat	in	front	of	the	new	grandstand	at	the	1931	
Canadian	Henley	RegaMa.	

	 The	“Peerless	Four”:	stroke,	Joe	Wright,	Jr.	(1928),	3,	Bob	Pearce	(1931),	2,	Lou	
Scholes	(1904),	bow,	Jack	Guest	(1930).	
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	 This	unprecedented	event	was	so	significant	and	newsworthy	that	the	Toronto	
Daily	Mail	and	Empire	gave	the	photo	five	of	its	eight	columns	at	the	top	of	the	front	
page	of	the	second	secAon.  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E	

	 Two	photographs,	probably	taken	in	1932,	may	help	readers	to	visualize	the	new	
launching	faciliAes.	
	 Below,	looking	north	towards	Lake	Ontario,	Lock	1	can	bee	seen	in	the	
background	beyond	the	bridge.	The	big	building	in	the	upper	lel	is	the	Maple	Leaf	
Rubber	factory.	

	 The	crew	in	the	photo	above	is	about	to	carry	their	shell	up	the	path	on	the	right	
to	the	new	boathouse.  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F	

	 The	minutes	of	the	ExecuAve	CommiMee	of	the	CAAO	held	on	March	10,	1934,	
contain	an	inventory	of	the	trophies	and	their	verified	values	held	by	the	AssociaAon.	
The	list	contains	some	spelling	mistakes,	and	uses	familiar,	rather	than	proper	names	for	
the	trophies	and	events.	Here	is	that	list	with	the	names	corrected:	

	 Hanlan	Memorial	Challenge	Trophy,	Senior	Eight	 	 	 $1,300.00	
	 Joseph	Wright	Challenge	Cup,	Senior	150-lb.	Eight	 	 	 						225.00	
	 Geoffrey	Barron	Taylor	Memorial	Trophy,	Senior	140-lb.	Eight		 						150.00	
	 WyandoMe	Trophy,	Junior	Eight	 	 	 	 	 	 						250.00	
	 Challenge	Cup,	Senior	Four		 	 	 	 	 	 						800.00	
	 Hop	BiMers	Challenge	Cup,	Senior	Double	 	 	 	 						150.00	
	 Challenge	Cup,	Championship	Single	 	 	 							 	 						100.00	
	 George	F.	Galt	Memorial	Trophy,	Championship	Single	 	 							 						250.00	
	 Lou	Scholes	Trophy,	AssociaAon	Single	 	 	 	 	 						150.00	
	 Muir	Challenge	Cup,	Junior	Single		 	 	 	 	 						150.00	

	 Total	Value	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	$3,525.00	
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G	

	 A	1938	newspaper	arAcle	lists	the	trophies	which	were	on	display	in	the	lobby	of	
the	Hotel	Leonard.	Twelve	trophies	are	listed,	two	more	than	on	the	insurance	list	of	
1934.	They	are	listed	below,	by	their	correct	names,	which	are	not	necessarily	the	names	
given	in	the	newspaper:	

	 Muir	Challenge	Cup	(Junior	Singles)	
	 Challenge	Cup	(Championship	Singles)	
	 Geoffrey	Barron	Taylor	Memorial	Trophy	(Senior	140-lb.	Eights)	
	 Joseph	Wright	Challenge	Cup	(Senior	150-lb.	Eights)	
	 Hop	BiMers	Challenge	Cup	(Senior	Doubles)	
	 Challenge	Cup	(Senior	Fours)	
	 Whelpton-LiMle	Trophy	(Quarter-Mile	Dash,	140-lb.	Singles)	
	 Thomas	Edison	Lane	Perpetual	Trophy	(Junior	140-lb.	Eights)	
	 WyandoMe	Trophy	(Junior	Eights)	
	 Hanlan	Memorial	Challenge	Trophy	(Senior	Eights)	
	 Lou	Scholes	Trophy	(AssociaAon	Singles)	
	 George	F.	Galt	Memorial	Trophy	(Championship	Singles)	[The	St.	Catharines	
Standard,	July	29,	1938,	p.10]	

	 One	trophy	is	missing	from	the	list.	The	William	Crawford	Memorial	Challenge	
Cup	for	the	Senior	140-lb.	Singles,	had	been	presented	by	the	Crawford	family	in	1930	
and	1931,	then	donated	to	the	CAAO	in	1932.	The	fact	that	it	was	not	on	display	at	the	
Hotel	Leonard	might	suggest	that	the	Crawford	family	may	have	retained	possession	of	
the	trophy.  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H	

	 Dr.	James	W.	Tice	(June	29,	1898	-	January	18,	1973)	became	a	member	of	the	
CAAO	ExecuAve	CommiMee	in	1930,	represenAng	the	Leander	B.C..	
	 In	1937	and	1938,	he	was	elected	President	of	the	AssociaAon.	
	 In	addiAon	to	his	involvement	in	the	CAAO,	he	served	with	the	Canadian	MiliAa	
(5th	Field	Ambulance)	from	1925	to	1935.	
	 Dr.	Tice	lel	the	MiliAa	and	served	as	Medical	Officer	with	No.	119	Squadron,	in	
Hamilton,	from	1936	to	1939.	Upon	the	outbreak	of	World	War	II,	he	opened	the	
Medical	SelecAon	Board	at	No.1	Military	District,	then	was	posted	to	No.1	Training	
Command	Headquarters,	followed	by	a	posAng	to	Royal	Canadian	Air	Force	
Headquarters	in	OMawa.	Lieutenant-Colonel	Tice	went	overseas,	arriving	in	Great	Britain	
in	March	1941,	where	he	served	as	Liaison	Officer	to	the	Royal	Air	Force	Medical	Branch.	
He	remained	there	for	five	months,	before	returning	to	Canada	in	
August.	Lieutenant-Colonel	James	Winfred	Tice,	M.D.	was	promoted	as	
Officer	(Brother)	by	the	Grand	Priory	in	the	BriAsh	Realm	of	the	
Venerable	Order	of	the	Hospital	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem.	(He	was	a	
member	of	the	St.	John	Ambulance	Brigade	No.	7	and	in	1963,	he	was	
appointed	Honourary	Physician	to	the	Queen.)	
	 Air	Commodore	Tice	was	named	Director	General	of	the	Royal	
Canadian	Air	Force	Medical	Services	on	February	15,	1943,	a	posiAon	
he	held	unAl	February	28,	1946.	
	 Dr.	Tice	developed	the	procedure	for	selecAng	air	crew	and	

helped	organize	the	Royal	Canadian	Air	Force	
hospital	establishment.	
	 Commodore	Tice	was	awarded	the	
Efficiency	DecoraAon	on	August	9,	1944.	
	 Air	Commodore	James	Winfred	Tice,	ED,	Air	
Force	Headquarters	(Director	of	Medical	Services,	
Air)	was	awarded	the	Commander,	Order	of	the	
BriAsh	Empire,	on	June	14,	1945.	
	 His	citaAon	reads:	

For	a	number	of	years	prior	to	the	outbreak	of	war,	Air	Commodore	Tice	
was	a	member	of	the	Royal	Canadian	Army	Medical	Corps,	the	last	four	
years	of	this	Ame	being	aMached	to	a	Royal	Canadian	Air	Force	Auxiliary	
Squadron.	During	his	service	with	the	Auxiliary	Air	Force,	he	became	one	
of	the	best	informed	medical	officers	on	the	subject	of	AviaAon	Medicine	
and	thus	equipped	himself	to	render	outstanding	service	during	the	war.	
Aler	serving	as	Deputy	Director	of	Medical	Services	(Air)	for	some	Ame,	
he	then	assumed	the	heavy	responsibility	of	Director	of	Medical	Services,	
Royal	Canadian	Air	Force,	the	appointment	he	holds	at	the	present	Ame.	
His	high	professional	and	administraAve	ability	have	resulted	in	the	
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establishment	of	very	sound	and	logical	pracAces	in	this	service.	He	has	been	largely	responsible	
for	the	organizaAon	of	the	School	of	AviaAon	Medicine	and	for	medical	research	pertaining	to	
aviaAon	and	nutriAon.	The	excepAonally	high	standard	of	the	professional	and	operaAonal	
efficiency	of	the	Royal	Canadian	Air	Force	Medical	Services	is	due,	in	large	part,	to	his	iniAaAve,	
good	judgement	and	unAring	efforts.	His	devoAon	to	duty	and	co-operaAon	with	the	other	
Medical	Services	have	been	outstanding	and	have	contributed	to	the	ulAmate	benefit	of	the	war	
effort.	

	 Aler	his	reArement	as	Director	General	of	the	Royal	Canadian	Air	Force	Medical	
Services	on	February	28,	1946,	he	returned	to	his	medical	pracAce	in	Hamilton.	

	 A	year	aler	his	reArement	from	the	RCAF,	Air	
Commodore	James	Winfred	Tice,	CBE,	ED	was	awarded	the	
United	States:	Legion	of	Merit,	Officer	Grade,	effecAve	May	
23,	1947.	
	 Colonel	Jack	T.	Hodgsdon	(Military	AMache,	U.S.	
Embassy)	provided	the	citaAon:	

Air	Commodore	James	Winfred	Tice,	CBE,	ED,	Royal	Canadian	Air	
Force,	performed	excepAonally	meritorious	service	from	
December	1941	to	May	1945.	As	Deputy	and	later	Director	of	
Medical	Services	he	was	responsible	for	the	establishment	of	the	
InsAtute	of	AviaAon	Medicine.	He	organized	and	sAmulated	
research	in	night	vision,	air	crew	clothing	and	psychological	
acAviAes	for	the	Royal	Canadian	Air	Force	and	freely	offered	
assistance	to	the	United	States	Army	Air	Forces.	The	excellent	
relaAonship	exisAng	between	the	two	services	is	due	largely	to	
the	outstanding	personality,	tact	and	ability	displayed	by	Air	
Commodore	Tice.	

	 The	CAAO	was	fortunate	to	have	such	an	intelligent,	industrious,	and	forward-
thinking	person	in	posiAons	of	responsibility	as	Dr.	Tice.	In	addiAon	to	having	his	name	
appear	in	the	Henley	programmes	on	the	list	of	Past	Presidents,	from	1946	to	1951	he	is	
given	the	added	disAncAon	of	Honorary	Judge	and	idenAfied	as	“Air	Vice-Marshal	J.W.	
Tice,	C.B.E.”	
	 Dr.	Tice	died	on	January	18,	1973.	

	 [Dr.	Tice’s	military	career,	plus	the	photos	of	his	Legion	of	Merit	and	Order	of	St.	
John	medals,	are	from	hMps://www.emedals.com/a-st-john-american-legion-of-merit-pair-to-
rcaf-air-commodore-james-Ace			
		 The	photo	of	the	CBE	medal	is	from	a	different	page	of	the	same	web	site.]	
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I	

	 Shortly	before	the	1939	RegaMa,	the	CAAO	published	a	booklet	enAtled	The	
Bulle8n.	Most	of	its	12	pages	are	devoted	to	reports	from	rowing	clubs	from	across	
Canada.	Also	included	is	this	list	of	member	clubs.	While	many	of	the	names	will	be	
familiar	because	they	competed	at	the	Canadian	Henley,	a	few	may	be	new	to	readers.	

The	Bulle8n.	Canadian	AssociaAon	of	Amateur	Oarsmen,	July,	1939,	p.2.	
[Claude	Saunders	archives] 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J	

	 The	third	boathouse,	usually	called	“the	An	shed”	was	built	for	the	Henley	
AquaAc	AssociaAon	in	1932	on	the	east	side	of	the	Henley	course	at	the	foot	of	James	
St.,	which	is	now	called	Michigan	Ave..	
	 When	the	Henley	AquaAc	AssociaAon	signed	a	lease	with	the	federal	government	
for	the	use	of	the	gate-yard	building	in	1936,	the	An	shed	became	redundant.	
	 It	was	moved,	at	the	request	of	Ontario	Hydro,	to	a	space	abutng	the	gate-yard	
building	some	Ame	between	the	end	of	the	1942	Henley	and	the	start	of	the	1943	
Henley.	
	 It	was	used	during	Henley	to	shelter	equipment	of	visiAng	clubs,	but	one	of	its	
other	purposes	was	to	serve	as	a	backdrop	for	photos.	
	 Although	we	wouldn’t	know	it	from	looking	at	the	faces	of	the	crew	in	the	photo	
below	(taken	in	1962),	they	had	won	the	Junior	135-lb.	Eights	for	the	St.	Catharines	R.C..	
The	photo	was	taken	aler	they	lost	the	Senior	race—hence	the	scowls.	
	 That’s	the	An	shed	in	the	background,	and	the	gate-yard	building	on	the	lel.	
	 Although	the	oar	racks	were	recent	addiAons,	the	building	probably	looked	in	
1962	much	as	it	did	in	1943.	
	 The	only	entrance	to	the	An	shed	was	at	the	other	end,	which	faced	the	parking	
lot	of	the	Royal	Canadian	Legion	Branch	350.	
	

A	History	of	the	Royal	Canadian	Henley	RegaMa	by	Stan	Lapinski																																																																					�12



Appendix	to	Chapter	5:	1931	to	1963:	A	New	Era

K	

	 InformaAon	from	the	vendor	of	this	poster	says	that	it	is	from	the	estate	of	a	
resident	of	Grosse	Pointe,	Michigan,	who	competed	at	the	1944	Canadian	Henley.	
	 Judging	by	the	races	he	has	marked,	he	was	on	the	Detroit	B.C.	team.	They	were	
entered	in	all	those	events.	
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L	

	 Perhaps	it	was	a	feeling	of	relief	aler	the	uncondiAonal	surrender	of	Germany	on	
May	7,	1945,	or	happiness	at	the	successful	compleAon	of	the	1945	RegaMa.	Or	maybe	
some	Canadian	beer	had	something	to	do	with	it,	but	on	Saturday	evening,	aler	the	
grandstand	had	empAed,	54	officials,	coaches	and	sundry	old-Amers	went	messing	
about	in	boats.	

Aler	the	regaMa,	under	pressure	from	Dave	Soper,	ex-Argo	and	Varsity	coach	in	Kansas	City,	six	
veteran	eights	went	a	quarter-mile,	with	only	the	shell-house	staff	and	club	crews	as	fans.	in	
borrowed	boats,	they	crewed	up	as	follows:	

No.	1	Glass,	Bonedell,	Crawford,	Moffat,	Soper,	Rochin,	ShuMleworth,	Gilmore	stroke	and	Jud	
Ross	coxy;	

No.	2	Reid,	Serviss,	Obernessor,	Cromwell,	Richardson,	Dibble,	Ross,	Wright	Stroke	and	Len	
Janes	cox;	

No.	3	Paul,	BisseM,	Wood,	Cline,	Fries,	Hedges,	Ronta,	Kelly,	stroke	and	Armstrong	cox;	

No.	4	Hooper.	Hampton,	Moore,	CossiM,	Dyke,	McCrea,	Gol,	Belyea,	stroke	and	Muir	cox;	

No	5	Radford,	Hart,	Baker,	Venn,	Fries,	Mingay,	Carlen,	Wehmeier	stroke	and	Walsh	cox;	

No.	6	Campbell,	PaMerson,	Gray,	Hand,	Duncan,	Keaches,	Flavelle,	Paliewjcz	Wolieski	stroke	and	
Abrahams	cox;	

No.	7	Glass,	Trenvell,	Lane,	Nugent,	Burns,	Miller,	Schmitmiser,	Goff	[sic]	Schaab	stroke	and	
Freeland	cox.	

Who	won	none	knows.	One	was	deliberately	overturned,	as	planned,	to	create	confusion	
among	the	crews	and	diversion	on	the	banks.	The	vets	were	boys	once	more	and	so	the	curtain	
went	down	on	the	63rd	Royal	Canadian	Henley.	[The	St.	Catharines	Standard,	July	30,	1945,	p.8]  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M	

N.A.A.O.	Yearbook	1947,	p.113.	

	 The	Julius	H.	Barnes	Trophy	was	first	awarded	at	the	1916	US	NaAonal	RegaMa,	
using	this	system	to	determine	the	RegaMa	winner,	so	it	had	been	in	use	for	30	years	
before	the	CAAO	tried	it	in	1946.	Although	it	was	more	fair	than	the	unofficial	system	
used	by	St.	Catharines	Standard	sports	reporter	Clayton	Browne	for	many	years,	the	
CAAO,	iniAally,	was	not	fully	saAsfied	with	it.	In	1948,	it	was	adopted	by	the	CAAO,	with	
slightly	different	wording.	
	 One	of	the	obvious	drawbacks	is	the	potenAal	for	error.	
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N	

The	Royal	Canadian	Henley	RegaMa,	Official	Programme,	1948.	

	 The	wording	may	be	slightly	different,	but	the	“C.A.A.O.	Scoring	System”	is	the	
NAAO	scoring	system.	
	 The	CAAO	was	not	completely	saAsfied	with	the	NAAO	formula,	so	a	commiMee	
headed	by	Jack	Guest,	Sr.,	proposed	the	following,	which	was	accepted	by	the	
AssociaAon	and	put	into	effect	at	the	1950	RegaMa:	

All	races	except	trial	heats	and	finals	aler	heats	to	score	as	follows:	
	 Singles		 Winner	10	points	
	 Doubles	 Winner	15	points	
	 Fours	 	 Winner	20	points	
	 Eights	 	 Winner	40	points	
Points	for	other	than	winners	to	be	scored	on	a	percentage	basis	of	the	above	schedule	
according	to	the	number	of	contestants	parAcipaAng:	
	 	 	 	 	 Second		 Third	 	 Fourth	
	 Two	Contestants	 	 20%	
	 Three	Contestants	 	 25%	 	 10%	
	 Four	Contestants	 	 30%	 	 15%	
	 Five	or	more	Contestants	 50%	 	 25%	 	 10%	
TRIAL	HEATS	-	No	points	to	those	qualifying	for	finals,	but	5%	for	the	next	contestant	not	
qualifying	for	the	final.	
FINAL	RACES	-	Winners	of	Final	Heats	to	receive	points	for	the	various	events	according	to	the	
first	schedule,	and	the	other	finalists	as	follows:	
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	 Second		 Third	 	 Fourth		 Filh	 	 Sixth	
	 50%	 	 25%	 	 20%	 	 15%	 	 10%	
SPECIAL	NOTE	-	Special	point	raAngs	for	winners	in	the	Hanlan	Memorial	Senior	Heavy	Eights	
are	to	be	80	points,	and	for	the	winner	of	the	Senior	Championship	Singles	20	points.	[Canadian	
AssociaAon	of	Amateur	Oarsmen.	MeeAng	of	the	ExecuAve	CommiMee.	Toronto.	April	1,	1950]	

The	Maple	Leaf	Trophy	
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O	

[Photo	courtesy	of	Edward	English.]	

	 While	much	was	made	in	the	press	about	the	two	women’s	eights	from	the	St.	
Catharines	R.C.	that	rowed	two	exhibiAon	races	at	the	1948	Canadian	Henley	RegaMa,	
the	history	of	women	in	the	sport	goes	back	a	long	way.	The	following	supplemental	
informaAon	is	from	Wikipedia.	

Women	have	competed	in	rowing	events	as	far	back	as	the	fileenth	century.	When	Beatrice	
d'Este	visited	Venice	in	1493,	a	regaMa	was	held	in	which	fily	peasant	women	competed.	There	
were	professional	women	rowers,	referred	to	as	Roddarmadam,	managing	and	dominaAng	the	
water	ferry	in	the	archipelago	of	the	Swedish	capital	of	Stockholm	from	the	15th-century	up	
unAl	the	late	19th-century.	Women’s	rowing	in	modern	Ames	can	be	traced	back	to	the	early	
19th	century,	and	an	image	of	a	women’s	double	scull	race	made	the	cover	of	Harper’s	Weekly	
in	1870.	In	1892	four	young	women	(ZuleMe	Lamb	and	Lena,	Agnes,	and	Caroline	Polhamus)	
started	ZLAC	Rowing	Club	in	San	Diego,	California	when	they	borrowed	a	boat	and	began	rowing	
on	San	Diego	Bay.	The	club	considers	itself	the	oldest	all-women's	rowing	club	in	conAnuous	
existence	in	the	world.	Newnham	College	Boat	Club	was	formed	the	following	year	in	
Cambridge,	England.	In	1927,	the	first	Women's	Boat	Race	between	Oxford	and	Cambridge	
universiAes	was	held	(for	the	first	few	years	it	was	an	exhibiAon,	and	it	later	became	a	race).	
[	hMps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_rowing_sports	]	

	 In	addiAon,	a	quick	search	on-line	turned	up	photos	of	the	following:	

	 Wellesley	College's	women's	rowing	program	established	in	1875.	
	 Cassie	McRichie,	founder	of	the	Albert	Park	Lake	Women's	Rowing	Club,	ca.	1900.	
	 University	of	Washington	women	crews,	1900	to	1909.	
	 The	all-women	Furnivall	Rowing	Eight	on	the	bank	of	the	Thames,	1907.	
	 Lady	Margaret	Boat	Club,	the	rowing	club	of	St.	John's	College,	Cambridge,	coxed	
four,	1915.	
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	 St	Hilda's	College,	1919.	

	 And	of	course,	the	Philadelphia	Girls’	R.C.	was	founded	in	1938,	and	conAnues	to	
compete	to	the	present.	They	might	have	raced	against	the	St.	Catharines	R.C.	crews	had	
either	group	known	about	the	other.	
	 In	addiAon	to	the	clubs	menAoned	above,	Jan	Palchikoff	in	her	paper	The	
Development	of	Women’s	Rowing	in	the	United	States,	which	can	be	found	on	Paul	
Fuchs’	blog,	menAons:	
	 	 The	Staten	Island	R.C.	had	women	rowing	beginning	in	1884.	
	 	 Oakland	Women’s	R.C.,	1916.	
	 Stephen	Malbouef,	Detroit	B.C.	historian,	sent	me	a	long	survey	history	of	women	
rowing	in	Detroit,	from	girls’	recreaAonal	crews	in	1867	and	1868,	to	the	first	DBC	
women’s	crews	in	1975.	The	only	compeAAve	rowing	he	menAons	between	those	two	
dates	is	a	½	mile	race	between	two	pairs	in	1879.	[Malbouef,	Stephen.	“Re:	DBC	names.”	
Message	to	Stan	Lapinski.	October	26,	2021.	Email]	
	 	
	 The	sub-Atle	of	William	LanoueMe’s	meAculously-researched	book	The	Triumph	of	
the	Amateurs	is	The	Rise,	Ruin,	and	Banishment	of	Professional	Rowing	in	the	Gilded	
Age.	Nevertheless,	he	casts	a	cursory	glance	at	women’s	racing	in	the	late	19th	century.	
	 He	describes:	
	 Lote	McAlice	beaAng	Maggie	Lew	on	the	Monongahela	River	in	July,	1880,	in	
front	of	12,000	spectators.	McAlice	won	“a	lady’s	gold	watch	and	chain	valued	at	$150,	
and	$2,000	in	cash”	[William	LanoueMe,	The	Triumph	of	the	Amateurs	(Latham:	Lyons	
Press,	2021)	pp.62-64]	
	 Amelia	Sheehan	beaAng	four	other	women	over	three	miles	on	the	Harlem	River	
at	the	Empire	City	Club’s	ninth	annual	regaMa	in	September,	1870.	
	 Two	races	at	the	Empire	City	Club’s	10th	annual	regaMa	in	September,	1871:	
	 	 Amelia	Sheehan	again	beaAng	four	other	women.	
	 	 Miss	Harris	and	Miss	Custarce	beaAng	two	other	doubles.	While	the	men	
won	cash	at	this	regaMa,	the	women	“took	home	a	gold	watch	and	chain.”	[William	
LanoueMe,	The	Triumph	of	the	Amateurs	(Latham:	Lyons	Press,	2021)	p.66]	
	 LanoueMe	offers	two	theories	on	why	women’s	rowing	died	out	in	the	late	19th	
century.		

[O]ne	reason	women’s	rowing	may	have	failed	to	expand	is	the	raucous,	olen	drunken,	crowds	
at	most	regaMas.	A	simpler	reason	may	be	that	despite	all	the	women’s	enthusiasm,	those	
stalwarts	found	their	feminine	atre	simply	too	bulky	for	so	gruelling	a	sport.	[William	
LanoueMe,	The	Triumph	of	the	Amateurs	(Latham:	Lyons	Press,	2021)	p.68]	

	 Speaking	of	which,	the	photo	at	the	top	of	this	Appendix	is	of	Hester	“Bubbie”	
Durnan,	Eddie	Durnan’s	daughter.	She	sculled	around	the	Toronto	waterfront	in	the	early	
1920s	in	one	of	her	father’s	singles.	
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P	

	 In	1950,	the	Amateur	AthleAc	Union	of	Canada	proposed	establishing	a	Canadian	
Amateur	Hall	of	Fame.	The	AAU	of	C	approached	all	amateur	sports	governing	bodies,	
including	the	CAAO,	and	asked	them	to	nominate	athletes	to	be	included.	
	 President	William	Crawford	appointed	a	commiMee	at	the	April	1st	meeAng	to	
compile	a	list,	which	was	presented	and	agreed	to	by	the	ExecuAve	CommiMee	on	June	
17.	The	list	gives	us	an	insight	into	who	the	AssociaAon	saw	as	the	greatest	Canadian	
oarsmen	to	that	point	in	its	history:	

	 A	report	was	received	from	the	CommiMee	appointed	by	the	president	at	the	previous	
meeAng,	consisAng	of	Messrs.	T.R.	Loudon,	T.H.C.	Alison,	and	F.H.	Carter,	to	recommend	names	
of	former	oarsmen	for	inclusion	in	the	Amateur	AthleAc	Union	Hall	of	Fame.	The	following	were	
recommended:-	Edward	Hanlan,	Joseph	Wright	Sr.,	the	four	winners	of	the	Diamond	Sculls	Lou	
Scholes,	Joseph	Wright	Jr.,	Jack	Guest	and	Robert	Pearce;	also	the	four	oared	crew	from	
Winnipeg	Rowing	Club,	which	won	the	Stewards’	Cup	at	the	Royal	Henley	RegaMa	in	1910	-	F.	
Carruthers,	C.E.	Allen,	G.B.	Aldous	and	C.S.	Riley.	It	was	moved	by	T.R.	Louden,	seconded	by	F.H.	
Carter,	that	this	report	be	adopted	and	the	names	be	forwarded	to	the	proper	authoriAes.	

CARRIED	
[Canadian	AssociaAon	of	Amateur	Oarsmen.	MeeAng	of	the	ExecuAve	CommiMee.	Toronto.	June	
17,	1950]	

	 Although	there	was	no	quesAon	that	Ned	Hanlan	was	the	greatest	sculler	in	the	
world	in	the	nineteenth	century,	he	was	a	professional,	so	it	seems	odd	that	the	CAAO,	
which	shunned	even	the	slightest	hint	of	professionalism,	would	include	him	on	its	list	of	
suggested	inductees	into	an	amateur	hall	of	fame.	
	 Two	men	on	the	list,	Jack	Guest,	Sr.	and	Joe	Wright,	Jr.,	were	present	at	the	
meeAng,	and	presumably	they	abstained	from	voAng.	
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Q	

	 On	January	4,	1955,	the	Henley	AquaAc	AssociaAon	took	possession	of	Read’s	
Island	which	it	had	purchased	from	Maud	E.	Gonder	for	$4,000.	
	 The	spelling	of	three	of	the	names	in	that	sentence	have	been	topics	of	discussion	
since	1955.	
	 “Maud	E.	Gonder”	is	correct.	In	1950,	her	husband,	Willoughby	Palmer	Gonder	
prepared	a	brief	genealogical	sketch.	He	includes	himself	and	his	wife	on	that	list:	[The	
punctua8on	and	capitaliza8on	are	his.]	“WILLOUGHBY	PALMER	GONDER,	born	February	
4,	1876,	married	MAUD	ELIZABETH	DAINTY	on	Jan.	10,	1912.”		[Willoughby	Palmer	
Gonder,	“Some	of	Our	Ancestors	and	Others.”	Niagara	Falls,	Ontario:	unpublished,	1950.]	
[From	the	Fort	Erie	Public	Library,	Local	History	Archive,	Louis	McDermoM	CollecAon.	
“Palmer	Ancestors,”	Fort	Erie	Local	History,	accessed	August	6,	2025,	hMps://
www.fepl.ca/localhistory/items/show/5747.]	
	 Moreover,	we	also	have	her	signature	on	the	deed	of	sale	for	the	Island:	

Deed	of	Sale	from	Sullivan	and	Mahoney	to	Henley	AquaAc	AssociaAon,	January	4,	1955,	St.	
Catharines.	

	 We	also	know	that	“Read’s	Island”	is	correct;	it	is	called	that	in	the	Island’s	deed	
of	sale,	and	on	August	3,	1955,	Edith	Read	sold	the	right-of-way	for	the	road	to	Henley	
Island—as	it	was	now	named—from	Lake	Shore	Road—which	later	became	Main	Street.	
Mrs.	Read	was	paid	$280	for	a	sliver	of	land	through	her	farm.	She	is	menAoned	by	
name—spelled	“Read”—several	Ames,	and	we	also	have	her	signature	on	that	deed	of	
sale:	
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Deed	of	Sale	from	Sullivan	and	Mahoney	to	Henley	AquaAc	AssociaAon,	August	3,	1955,	St.	
Catharines.	

	 It	was	not	a	simple	transacAon,	because	a	squaMer	was	living	on	the	road	
allowance.	He	had	legal	rights	because	he	had	been	living	there	for	10	years.	The	
problem	was	solved	by	Mrs.	Read,	who	donated	“enough	property	for	his	coMage	and	
Newman	Bros.	re-located	the	coMage	on	the	new	lot.”	[Nelson,	F.F.,	Historical	Notes	from	
the	Files	of	F.F.	(Ted)	Nelson	(unpublished	memoir,	1967),	p.3]	
	 In	addiAon	to	Edith	Read	and	Maud	Gonder,	a	third,	unnamed	woman	had	a	role	
in	the	Island	story.	
	 A	friend	of	Mrs.	Gonder—both	women	were	residents	of	Niagara	Falls—had	
owned	Read’s	Island.	(Presumably,	at	some	Ame	before	it	had	been	owned	by	the	
Reads.)	That	friend	was	in	danger	of	losing	the	Island	for	unpaid	taxes.	Mrs.	Gonder	
helped	her	friend	by	paying	the	$4,000	in	back	taxes	“and	aler	considerable	Ame	when	
it	was	impossible	for	her	friend	to	pay	back	the”	$4,000,	Mrs.	Gonder	took	Atle.	[Nelson,	
F.F.,	Historical	Notes	from	the	Files	of	F.F.	(Ted)	Nelson	(unpublished	memoir,	1967),	p.2]	
	 The	Henley	AquaAc	AssociaAon,	whose	interest	in	the	Island	went	back	to	1948,	
was	not	the	only	group	expressing	a	desire	to	buy	it.		
	 Mrs.	Gonder’s	iniAal	asking	price	for	the	Island	was	$50,000,	a	figure	which	a	real	
estate	company	was	prepared	to	pay.	It	was	going	to	divide	the	4.7	hectares	into	
approximately	30	lots	for	housing.	The	company	adverAsed	the	subdivision	aggressively	
for	months,	but	the	137	metres	of	water	between	the	Island	and	the	mainland	proved	to	
be	an	obstacle	it	was	not	able	to	overcome.	
	 Over	some	years,	Ted	Nelson,	who	represented	the	HAA,	culAvated	Mrs.	Gonder’s	
friendship,	and	helped	her	in	a	mulAtude	of	ways	aler	her	husband	died	in	1953.	She	
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was	aware	that	the	rowing	people	were	interested	in	the	Island—that’s	why	Ted	Nelson	
had	goMen	in	touch	with	her	in	the	first	place—but	they	did	not	have	the	financial	
resources	to	buy	it.	However,	because	she	was	financially	well	off	and	did	not	need	the	
$50,000,	with	the	approval	of	her	lawyer,	she	agreed	to	sell	the	Island	for	the	$4,000	she	
had	originally	paid	for	it.	[Nelson,	F.F.,	Historical	Notes	from	the	Files	of	F.F.	(Ted)	Nelson	
(unpublished	memoir,	1967),	p.2]  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R	

	 When	the	Canadian	Henley	RegaMa	made	its	television	debut	on	Saturday,	July	
30,	1960,	at	4:30,	what	else	was	on?	
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S	

	 Between	1937	and	1962,	Jim	“Chick”	Hewson	won	49	Canadian	Henley	medals.	
Only	one	compeAtor	has	won	more.	Larry	Klecatsky	won	63	Henley	medals	between	
1968	and	1988.	
	 Aler	Hewson’s	death	on	October	17,	1978,	most	of	his	medals	were	collected,	
and	put	into	a	display	case	and	hung	in	the	West	Side	R.C..	The	case	was	designed	and	
built	by	Jim’s	brother,	Chuck,	and	modified	by	James	Schaab.	The	medals	were	organized	
and	inventoried	by	Chuck’s	son,	John.	

[Photo	courtesy	of	James	Schaab.]	

	 The	top	three	rows	in	the	case	are	made	up	of	43	of	his	49	Henley	medals.	The	
rest	were	give	to	his	nieces	and	nephews.	The	other	medals	in	the	case	were	won	at	
other	regaMas.	
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	 The	large	silver	medal	in	the	middle	of	the	boMom	row	and	the	photo	are	from	
the	1955	Pan	American	Games	in	Mexico	City.	Jim	and	three	Buffalo	crew	mates,	Bob	
Sauerwein,	John	Schnabel,	and	Ron	Cardwell	came	second	in	the	Coxless	Four.	
	 Outside	the	scope	of	this	history	are	Jim’s	accomplishments	as	a	compeAAve	race	
walker.	In	that	sport,	he	won	26	medals.	
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T	

	 Below	is	a	sample	entry	form,	front	and	back,	from	1963.	They	were	kept	in	a	
large	3-ring	binder,	to	be	consulted,	as	needed,	by	RegaMa	officials. 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	 The	photos	helped	to	ensure	that	Seniors	did	not	compete	in	Junior	events	and	
that	lightweight	compeAtors	competed	in	their	proper	weight	class. 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U	

	 On	Friday,	July	26,	1963,	the	St.	Catharines	&	District	Chamber	of	Commerce	held	
“The	1st	Annual	Henley	Dinner”	at	Prudhomme’s	Hotel.	The	programme	for	the	dinner	
contains	this	list	of	Canadian	AssociaAon	of	Amateur	Oarsmen	member	clubs:	

	 Argonaut	R.C.	 	 	 	 London	R.C.	
	 Brockville	R.C.	 	 	 	 Mic-Mac	AthleAc	AssociaAon	
	 Chomedey	R.C.	 	 	 	 OMawa	R.C.	
	 Don	R.C.	 	 	 	 	 Regina	B.C.	
	 Fort	William	R.C.	 	 	 	 Shawnigan	Lake	School	
	 Kelowna	R.C.		 	 	 	 St.	Catharines	R.C.	
	 Kenora	R.C.	 	 	 	 	 Vancouver	R.C.	
	 Lachine	R.C.	 	 	 	 	 Victoria	R.C.	
	 Leander	B.C.	 	 	 	 	 Winnipeg	R.C.	

	 PLEASE	NOTE:	This	History	is	a	work	in	progress.	I	will	post	chapters	as	I	finish	them	and	I	
will	make	changes	to	chapters	which	are	already	posted	as	I	become	aware	of	new	informaAon,	
or	have	errors	pointed	out	to	me.	This	version	was	completed	on	August	30,	2025.	If	you	find	
errors	or	omissions,	use	the	Contact	link	at		hMp://goldmedalphotos.com/		to	point	them	out	to	
me.	Stan	Lapinski.  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